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Lights
show

support
for troops

atriotism comes in all
P shapes and sizes.
For Mike and Debbie
Kroon, it comes in the glow of
thousands of tiny light bulbs
that again will sparkle in the
night in the Hazel Dell area.

The Kroons are well-known
for having one of the most elab-
orate Christmas light displays
each year in Clark County.
They also celebrate other holi-
days like Halloween and Easter
with huge displays consuming
their front lawn.

To show support for troops
fighting in Iraq, the Kroons
erected an American flag made
of 10,000 lights and measuring
20 feet by 12 feet.

- The front of their home at
8908 N.E. 28th Place also has
“U.S.A.” spelled in red, white
and blue lights, and each divi-
sion of the Armed Forces and a
peace sign are aglow in lights.

It's the same configuration of
lights the Kroons put up after
Sept. 11.

“I'm going to leave them up
for a couple of months at least,”
Mike Kroon said. “It’s a way for
us to show our support.”

Winner is a dance winner

Laila Winner from Hood River,
Ore., finished first in this year’s
Weiler Choreography Competi-
tion last month at Royal Durst
Theatre.

It’s the 10th year the Colum-
bia Dance Ensemble has spon-
sored the competition, open to
all pre-professional choreogra-
phers age 13 and older.

Second place went to Maya
Michlal of Aloha, Ore.

The Langsdorf Laureate Win-
ner was Eowyn Barrett of Van-
couver. The Laureate division is
for choreographers who have
placed first in the past.

All three winners will have
their pieces performed in CDE
& Friends at 7:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday and 2 p.m. Satur-
day at Winningstad Theatre in
Portland. Tickets are $8-$15.
Call 360-737-1922.

A scoop of Evergreen

If Washington had a state ice
cream, what would it be?

The possibilities are endless.
How about Evergreen pine nee-
dle (mint ice cream with slivers
of coconut that look like the
needles of a pine)?

If you have an idea for a spe-
cial scoop that represents our
home state, Dreyer’s Grand Ice
Cream has a contest for you.

“A Scoop of U.S.A” asks kids
to create an ice cream that pays
homage to their home state.

To enter, submit an original
ice cream flavor name, a cre-
ative and meaningful descrip-
tion of the flavor and a para-
graph of 250 words or less that
explains why this flavor best
represents the state.

Children ages 8 to 14 are eligi-
ble. Send to: A Scoop of US.A.,
Dreyer’s Grand Ice Cream, 5929
College Ave., Oakland, CA
94618 by Sept. 19, 2003,

Fifteen finalists will be cho-
sen and invited to a “taste off”
in Oakland where one winner
will be chosen. Finalists receive
ayear’s supply of ice cream.

For more, visit www.Drevers
.com or call 877-437-3937.

MIKE BAILEY’S column appears
Mondays and Wednesdays. If you
have an item of interest, call Mike
at The Columbian, 360-759-8050,
send a fax to 360-699-6033, or
send an e-mail to mike.bailey
@columbian.com.
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::o;:::nﬂy always in apple country,
Lesley Apple eventually grew to
enjoy her memorable lineage.

At first, she was a
sour Apple when it
came to her name

Lesley Apple spent her childhood in
Henderson County, N.C., one of the
l?rgest apple-producing areas of the na-
tion.

That meant there was an annual Ap-
ple Festival in her community, and since
her family was the only “Apple” in the
phone book, her friends loved to share
that fact with others.

Sometimes, like during the Apple Pa-
rade, having such a name had benefits,
including the float participants tossing
her extra fruit when they found out who
she was. But most of the time, at least
until adolescence was over, Apple felt
embarrassed by the unusual moniker.

“It was torture as a kid,” said Apple,
who now works as an attorney in the
White Salmon-Hood River area and is in
the process of moving to Orchard Lane
in Underwood, in east Skamania Coun-
ty “I remember dreaming, wishing I
had a normal name that people couldn’t
draw or poke fun at. ... I didn’t like to
say my (last) name and avoided using it
whenever I could.”
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...and
clichés,
ohmy

By BRETIT OPPEGAARD
Columbian staff writer

deas for stories like this don’t grow
on trees (even though they eventu-
ally get printed on them). So when
my editor came searching for the
holy grail — a tale that would stand
the test of time — I wasn’t quite
the deer in headlights I might have
appeared to be.

Separating the chaff from the wheat in
my mind, I dug right in and decided to
take a shot at grabbing for this brass ring.
He wanted a story he could really sink his
teeth into, something that would bear
fruit, so [ aimed to give him a mouthful to
chew on.

I could have hit the streets or beat the
bushes. But a journey of a thousand miles
starts with a first step, and I did what
many contemporary journalists do, copy-
ing and pasting a few things during a surf
on the Internet.

To make a long story short, I might not
be the sharpest pencil or knife in the draw-
er, but there's no tomorrow, so I let this
silly little cat out of the bag: “How about
comparing apples to oranges?”

Sure enough, pigs froze over and hell
could fly. We seemed to be on the same
page. Unilaterally playing around with
hackneyed phrases must have been the
chink in my editor’s armor, his Achilles
heel, because he lapped it up. It was like a
square peg fitting in a round hole. I guess
a blind squirrel does find a nut every once
in a while.
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Orange, 7, Anita 0
2, and Herbert 0

Oranges fell from two
different family trees

Herbert Orange’s father, Ben Orange, had
to explain why he wasn’t anymore.

His mother, Bea Orange, just wanted to in-
troduce herself, not issue a command.

His wife, Anita Orange, doesn’t really need
one.

And during roll call in school, Orange Her-
bert sure sounded a lot like a frozen treat.

Dealing with this unusual name helped
Clark County residents Herbert and Don Or-
ange make a connection when the two met
briefly at a party a few years ago. One of
Don’s favorite stories is about the local truck-
ing company he used to own with the slogan
“The outfit with appeal,” or when he attended
Orchards United Methodist church, always
sitting in front of a family named the Peach-
es. .

“Herb’s the only guy I've met with my last
name that I'm not related to,” Don said,
which is a sentiment echoed by Herbert.

“It’s a different name,” Don said. “And we
all want to be different.”
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